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Joel Hollander of Altoona Pipe and Steel considers his company’s induction into the Blair
County Business Hall of Fame twenty-five years ago as a tribute to his employees.




Past Hall of Fame honorees encourage others to nominate

A successful business commumity is one
that is comprized of businesses that under-
stand the importance of hard work, high
standamds and heal thy competition.

And also imderstands the need to recog:
nize those businesses,

For the past twenty-seven vears, the
Blair Coumty Chamber of Commerce has
taken the lead in facilitating an event that
focuses recognition on outstanding busi:
nesses ina varety of significant cate-
gories. The Blair County Business Hall of
Fame Dinner is the Chamber's most pres-
tigious event as well as its most heavily at-
tended.

This year, that dinner will be held on Oc-
tober 17that the Blair County Convention
Center. Following tradition, many worthy
mizinesses will be honored.  Unform-
nately, acoording to Hall of Fame Commit-
tee Chair Lisa Michelone of Reliance
Bank, many more businesses — just as wor-
thy —will be on the sidelime.

“(ur county has an inoredible mmmber
of deserving compan &3 and organizations
that have never had the thrill of experienc-
ing this nightand the acclaim that goes
along with it," she noted. “Either they
hawven't been nominated or they re unwil k-
ing tonominate themselves. Either way,
they miss out. And our business commu-
nity never gets an opportunity to properly
recognize them.”

Twopeople whose tusinesses have gar-
nered Hall of Fame recognition are John
Wolf of Wolf Furniture Company and Joel
Hollander of Altnona Pipe and Steel. Mot
anly were their businesses inducted bt
they were inducted at the same time -
twen ty-five vears ago.

“The award recognized our contribu-
tions to the community and to our employ-
ees,” Hollander remembers. “Tt
demonsirated an encouraging message
that the work they do is meaningful and
mmportant to our company. Recognition
and induection into the Hall of Fame was
and is a tribute to all of our em ployvees.
Sometimes that fact gets lost when people
take therr eves off what's real Iy respon si-
ble for acompany's success.”

That's one reason why, Wolf ackmowl-
edged, it's important for businesses and v
dividuals to subm it nominations on behalf
of the many Blair County businesses that
fit the award criteria

“Everyane apprecates sincere recogn
tion for ajob well done,”™ he noted. “And
EVETVONE COMEs Into contact with a person
or an enterprise that meets or excesds our

il L
John Wolf of Wolf Fumnituwre prowdly displavs the company i Hall of Fame Award which
they received 25 years ago.

Joel Hollander of Altoona Pipe and Steel considers his compamy s induction into the
Blair County Business Hall of Fame nwenty-five vears ago av a tribute to fis employees.

“Qur county has an
incredible number

of deserving companies
and organizations that
have never had the thrill
of experiencing this night
and the acclaim that goes
along with it. ... And our
husiness community
never gets an opportunity
to properly recognize
them.”

Lisa Michelone,
Hall of Fame Committee Chair

expectations. Those are the type of busi-
nesses that we should be nommating.”

Hollander agreed.

“Nominating businesses for the Hall of
Fame or for the Awards of Distinction is
an honar in itself,” he disclosed. “Tnvolve-
mentin the nomination process is witness
to our shared appreciation for the many
contributions to our business sector and
the crucial role they play in sustaining a
vibrant commumity.”

In other words, look around and identify
businesses that deserve to be i
not anlv for what they do but how they do
it K vou'reoneof those, nominate vour-
gelf. There's absolutely no shame in blow-
ing your owm horm when there's

ing to crow about.

“Exemplary businesses are all amumnd
us,” Michelone stated. “Tt's time they get
their due "

Momination Forms for the Business Hall
of Fame Awards can be downloaded from
the Chamber wehsite at www blaircham-
ber.com. Deadline to nominate is June
15th at noom.

Contact The
Chamber

at 943-8151




